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For this project, the designer
worked closely with her clients,
empty nesters who have been
married 40 yearsCONDOS

BY JACK KOHANE

W
eaving to-
g e t h e r  a
decor plan
for a condo
unit that ’s

more spacious than many 
GTA-area family homes makes 
for interesting twists, as To-
ronto interior designer Carol
McFarlane discovered when
she tackled the challenge for 
one of her clients.

“In most cases, moving to a
condo fromahouse is to down-
size, to simplify one’s life,” says
Ms. McFarlane. “Upsizing usu-
ally means a client wants a lar-
ger, more functional space. For 
long-time homeowners, opt-
ing for a condo is more than
a move to another address. It 
can be a big adjustment.”

It’s always different, tailor-
ing the right decor style and
fit for a change in lifestyle,
says Ms. McFarlane, pointing
out her main challenge as a
designer is to gain the client’s 
trust and help them see the
value of clearing out what they 
had owned for many years and
replacing the old with items
with cleaner-looking lines.

“Editing one’s furnishings is
an emotional experience,” she
says. “I must know what the
client’s lifestyle was, and what 
it will be in their new home.
Then, as we sift through pieces 
of furniture and all the other
items accumulated over the
years, I ask my clients, ‘Can
you part with it?’ We do it one
or two pieces at a time.”

For this project, Ms. McFar-
lane worked closely with her
clients, empty nesters who
have been married 40 years
and had for much of that time
lived and raised their kids in
a two-storey, four-bedroom,
2,300-square-foot house in
suburban Scarborough.

Seeking to slash the com-
mute time to their downtown
Toronto business, and ready
to splash into the heart of
the city where restaurants
and enticing stores were
within strolling distance,
the clients’ two-year search
ended with the purchase of a
2,700-sq.-ft., two-floor pent-
house with an upper-level

walkout overlooking the
Yonge/Eglinton area.

“This couple had never used
a designer or any design ser-
vices prior to hiring me, so it
was a learning curve for them,” 
notes Ms. McFarlane. “They 
were eager to begin the pro-
cess of translating their new 

lifestyle into tangible form.”
Trends never sway her decor

decisions, says Ms. McFarlane.
“My goal is to custom-create
spaces for people who really
want to live in them, and I do
everything possible to take the
angst out of the process.”

To minimize headaches
and streamline decision-mak-
ing, Ms. McFarlane takes it as
her job to contract with the
building trades and set the
agenda, becoming the conduit
between the building pros and
her clients.

“Finding trades is notori-
ously difficult as most are up
to their eyeballs in work these

days,” says Ms. McFarlane,
adding that she establishes
the parameters of the job, in-
cluding her client’s budget for
the project and a timetable for
the trades.

When she was hired by the
homeowners, Ms. McFarlane
knew it was an assignment

that must start from scratch.
“This couple had a defin-

ite vision for their new home,
one oozing sophistication
with a classical theme,” she
recalls, “but almost none of
their furnishings — dated and
colours too vibrant — reflect-
ed that look.”

That meant saying fare-
well to nearly every piece
they owned. “My clients were
unsure they’d be happy with
all new furnishings, but they 
trusted my recommendations
and after several visits to up-
scale furniture retailers, then
seeing how it works together 
in their new home, they’re

thrilled with the result.”
The couple loves to en-

tertain their grandchildren,
thus making it imperative
that couches and armchairs 
not only be classic in form,
but functional as well, uphol-
stered in durable, stain-resist-
ant fabrics.

Key to the plan was main-
taining a neutral palette. 
Walls were painted in beige,
brown and ivory, punctuated
by antique botanical prints
that accentuate the decor’s 
timeless aura.

Structural changes includ-
ed moving an off-centre chan-
delier in the living room to the
dining area where it now riv-
ets attention, hanging above
an elegant mahogany table
that seats 10. 

To embellish the ceilings,
exquisite crown mouldings 
were added, and to imbue the
home with refined visual ap-
peal, quarter-panel wainscot-
ting was installed through-
out.

“My philosophy is to design
rooms that embrace rather 
than intimidate,” says Ms. Mc-
Farlane. “The bottom line is, if
it doesn’t work for my clients,
it doesn’t work for me.”
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In the three and a half years
Louisa Burke has lived at So-
phie’s Landing in Orillia, she’s 
enjoyed the sun and lake in
the summer, skiing in the win-
ter, and the shows at nearby
Casino Rama all year-round.

“We came from Toronto,”
says Ms. Burke, who bought
her 3,200-square-foot water-
front home with her husband,
Gerry Jones. “We looked at dif-
ferent places up north, but my 
mother and kids live in Toron-
to, which is only an hour from
Orillia. So it’s close to family
and there are things to do in
Orillia all the time.”

In the summer, Sophie’s 
Landing residents appreciate
their 1,500 feet of private Lake
Simcoe waterfront, as well
as the slips at their private
marina, the floating gazebo
in Smith’s Bay, nature trails,
swim docks and canoeing
from their own canoe launch
(sophieslanding.ca).

“I really like the entertain-
ment at Casino Rama,” says 
Ms. Burke. “So far, I’ve seen
35 great shows with people
like Donna Summer and Dolly
Parton.”

Though many retirees 
spend a good portion of the
winter south, more and more
are embracing the cold, snowy
season, taking up snowshoe-
ing, cross-country skiing or
skating. In response to this de-
mand, developers are organ-
izing activities and programs 
for every season of the year.

The opportunity to live on
the shores of Lake Ontario,
coupled with the activities of-
fered throughout the year —
swimming in the indoor pool,
billiards and the theatre room
— enticed Lorraine and Gary 
Hurst to purchase a condo at 
the Port of Newcastle three
years ago.

“The location is handy to
everything in town and there
are things to do all year-
round,” Ms. Hurst says.

She and her husband also
appreciate the indoor park-
ing at their 1,170-sq.-ft. condo,
as they don’t fly south in the
winter. And the couple likes 
their two-bedroom condo so
much, that when they real-
ized they needed a new home
with on-site medical services,
they went with Clarington
Centre, a nearby retirement

community developed by the
same company that was be-
hind Port of Newcastle — the
Kaitlin Group.

When completed in the
next few weeks, Clarington
Centre will be a three-storey
building attached with a four-
season underground passage-
way to the retirement home.
This means residents such as
the Hursts will be able to use
all the services of the retire-
ment home when desired.
These include an exercise
room, a hairdresser, meals in
the dining room and 24-hour 
medical care. “My husband is
disabled,” explains Ms. Hurst.
“At Clarington, we can use the
facilities à la carte, on an as-
needs basis.”

At Red Leaves, for example,
a massive new development 
on 1,400 acres in Muskoka,
there will be year-round na-
ture tours on the 700-acre
nature reserve, snowmobil-
ing, snowshoeing, kayaking,
birdwatching, stargazing and
owl watching. Amenities in-
clude a two-storey spa, a well-
equipped gym and an indoor/
outdoor year-round pool.

One of the biggest draws
will be the Rock Golf Course,
which was redesigned last 
year by Nick Faldo, one of Eur-
ope’s most successful golfers 
with 43 professional wins.

Another new four-seasons
development under construc-
tion is Touchstone Muskoka,
which is clearly aimed at the
high-end luxury market with
its infinity pool, fine dining
and spa. Yet, like Red Leaves,
Touchstone is also offering
winter activities such as skat-
ing, snowshoeing and cross-
country skiing (touchstone-
lakemuskoka.com).

“The traditional resort has
been changing over the last 
20 years because the current 
generation of retirees have
worked hard all their lives and
want to stay busy,” says Stew-
art Martin, a district of Mus-
koka councillor who has lived
in the area for most of his 74
years. “At the Muskokan, a
new resort that replaced the
Pinelands, there are lots of
people here now, enjoying the
winter. You didn’t see this a
few years ago.”
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Interior designer Carol McFarlane helps clients cut through their clutter and outdated furnishings.
Below: The dining room in this Yonge/Eglinton penthouse seats 10.

Retirees embrace all
four seasons in Ontario

The editing room

As we sift through the furniture,
I ask, ‘Can you part with it?’
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Gary and Lorraine Hurst in their Port of Newcastle condo.

The traditional
resort has been

changing over the
last 20 years

Winter activities,
as well as summer,
keep people here

Deciding which pieces to keep can be difficult
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